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MINUTES OF THE 80TH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE DIOCESE OF EAU CLAIRE 

November 7-8, 2008 
Christ Episcopal Church, La Crosse, Wisconsin 

 
Friday, November 7, 2008 

The 80th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire met at Christ Episcopal Church, La 
Crosse, Wisconsin. The Reverend Canon Patrick Augustine, rector of Christ Church, officiated at 
Solemn Evensong. The preacher was the Reverend Canon David Seger, retired Canon to the 
Ordinary for the Diocese of Northern Indiana, representing The Right Reverend Clay Matthews, 
director of the House of Bishops Office of Pastoral Development. Following Evensong 
Convention recessed. A musical interlude was presented by members of Christ Church, followed 
by a social hour and supper in the undercroft.  

 
Saturday, November 8, 2009 
 Breakfast was served in the undercroft of Christ Church beginning at 7:30 a.m. 
 

Convention Eucharist began at  9:30 a.m. at Christ Church, La Crosse. The celebrant was the 
Reverend George Stamm, President of the Standing Committee, the Eccesiastical Authority of the 
Diocese of Eau Claire. The preacher was the Reverend Canon Patrick Augustine. The following 
saints who entered into joy were remembered in the Prayers of the People: The Reverend Canon 
Troy Keeling, The Reverend Rosemary Howard, The Reverend Canon J. David McCallum, Bruce 
Wogahn, Mary Dawson, Leigh Hilliker, Madelein Charlotte Smart, Warren Busch, Eileen Busch, 
Pauline Zimbrick, Tom Rude.  
 
Convention moved to the undercroft. At 11:00 a.m., the Very Reverend H. Scott Kirby, Dispatch 
of Business, announced that deputies and voting clergy were to be seated and visitors retire to the 
visitors area.  
 
The Business Meeting of the 80th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Eau Claire was Called 
to Order at 11:15 a.m. The Reverend George Stamm, President of the Standing Committee, 
presiding. Father Stamm opened the meeting with prayer For a Church Convention, BCP pg. 818. 
 
Election of Secretary: 
The name of the Venerable Jeanne Stout was placed into nomination for election as Secretary. 
MOVED to cast a unanimous ballot for Deacon Jeanne Stout for Secretary of Convention. 
Second. Carried. 

  
 Appointment of Assistant Secretary: 
 The Secretary appointed Diane Bilderback, Christ Church Cathedral, Assistant Secretary. 
 
 Welcome: 

The Reverend Canon Patrick Augustine, rector of Christ Church, welcomed Convention to La 
Crosse and Christ Church.  
 
Appointments: 
Dispatch of Business: The Very Reverend H. Scott Kirby 
Parliamentarian: Jim Pelish, Chancellor  
 
Acceptance of Rules of Order: 
MOVED to accept the Rules of Order. Second. Carried. 
 
Call for Additional Resolutions: 
The following Resolution was presented from St. Paul’s, Hudson. 
Resolution for Consent to Junction 
Resolution entered as Resolution #4 and current Resolution #4 entered at Resolution #5. 
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MOVED to accept the Agenda with the addition of Resolution #5. Second. Carried. 
 
Report of Credentials Committee:  
The Reverend Kathleen Charles reported for the Credentials Committee. 
The Executive Council has exercised the authority granted by Canon 11, Section 8, and has 
approved a motion prior to start of Convention to postpone the delinquencies of Christ Church, 
Bayfield; Christ Church, Chippewa Falls; St. Simeon’s, Chippewa Falls; Holy Trinity, Conrath; 
Ascension, Hayward; and St. Katherine’s, Owen. Thus, 

 
 Two non-canonically resident priests with parochial cure in the Diocese of Eau Claire are present.   

The priests are the Reverend Robert Lyga, priest-in-charge, St. Barnabas, Clear Lake; the 
Reverend Nick Hill, supply priest, St. Alban-the-Martyr, Superior. The Committee moves they be 
given Seat and Voice. Second. Carried. 
 
There are fifty-eight lay deputies allowed. Forty-seven are certified and present. 
 
There are thirty-four clergy eligible to vote. Five have been excused.  Twenty-six are present. 
 
A quorum is present. 
 
MOVED to accept the report of the Credentials Committee.  Second. Carried. 
 
Clergy Present at Call to Order: 
Priests: John Ambelang, Patrick P. Augustine, Peter J. Augustine, Kathleen Charles, Larry Edson, 
Arthur Hancock, Nicholas Hill, Robert B. Hoekstra, H. Scott Kirby, Dale E. Klitzke, H. Jonathan 
Mayo, Eleanor Michaud, Robert Rademaker, Robert A. Rodgers, George Stamm, Don 
Timmerman, Guy Usher, Leigh F. Waggoner. 
Deacons: Georgia Agner, Jacalyn Broughton, Jo Glasser, James Lorenze, Irene McDaniel, Mary 
Rezin, Tony Ring, Jeanne Stout. 
 
Lay Deputies Certified and Present at Call to Order: 
St. Andrew’s, Ashland: None. 
Christ Church, Bayfield: Claire R. Fliess, Elizabeth Webster.  
Christ Church, Chippewa Falls: Mary Mercer, Bekki Thompson.  
St. Simeon’s, Chippewa Falls: Edith O’Connor, Hannelore Mueller.  
St. Barnabas, Clear Lake: Gregg Westigard.  
Holy Trinity, Conrath: Annette Vaughn, Bob Vaughn.  
Christ Church Cathedral, Eau Claire: Eileen Henchen, Deb Lorenze, Evelyn Usher, Marlaine 
White, Diane Bilderback.  
Church of the Ascension, Hayward; Marlene Hogue, Heidi Isensee, Maureen Wood, Cal Wood. 
Hudson: Steve Hammill, Garrett Conover, Cal Wood, Ted Firth, Steve Pogalz. 
Christ Church, La Crosse: Bill Chamberlain, Jake Delwiche, Dr. Jim Glasser, Edie MacDougal.  
Our Saviour’s, Lugerville: Ron Knutson, Betty Knutson.  
St. John’s, Mauston: None. 
Grace Church, Menomonie: Charles Bassett, Dick Deuser, Linda Klitzke.  
Ss. Thomas & John, New Richmond: Duke Riddle. 
St. Katherine’s, Owen: Diane Anders, Liz Archibald.  
St. Margaret’s, Park Falls: Jim Rice.  
Grace Church, Rice Lake: Eileen Yeakley, Lynn Fowler, Jim Pelish.  
St. John’s, Sparta: Vicki Preston, Mari Freiberg.  
St. Alban’s, Spooner: Kent Shifferd, Carol J. Meacham.  
St. Luke’s, Springbrook: None. 
St. Alban-the-Martyr, Superior: Sharyn Hill.  
St. Mary’s, Tomah: Alice Brown, Janet Witlock.  
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Minutes of the 79th Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire 
MOVED approve the Minutes as printed in The Journal. Second. Carried. 
 
Clergy Changes: 
Postulant for Holy Orders – Priest : Vern Barber, St. Paul’s, Hudson, Jeremiah Harrelson, St. 
Paul’s, Hudson, Beatrice Dwyer, St. Andrew’s, Ashland, Terry Parson, Grace Church Rice Lake 
Candidates for Holy Orders  Deacon: Janet Sterken, St. John’s, Sparta 
Ordained – Deacon 
Jacqueline Broughton, Grace Church, Menominie, Joanne Glasser, Christ Church, La Crosse 
Ordained – Transitional Deacon Andrew Ashcroft, General Seminary, New York NY, Andrew 
Hanyzewski, Nashotah House Episcopal Seminary, Nashotah, WI, St. John’s, Sparta 
Ordained– Priest: The Rev. Mary Diana Rogers, St. Paul’s on the Hill, St. Paul, MN 
Received  Priest: The Rev. Peter Augustine, Church of Pakistan 
Letters Dimissory: Accepted from the Diocese of Milwaukee for the Rev. Rexford A. Fliess. 
Accepted from the Diocese of Milwaukee for the Rev. Georgia Agner.  
 
In favor of the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania for the Rev. Lisa K. Schoonmaker. In favor of the 
Diocese of Fort Worth for the Right Rev. William C. Wantland. In favor of the Diocese of Fort 
Worth for the Rev. Sampson Rogers. 
 
Election:  
Ballots were distributed. 
Moved to direct the Secretary to cast a unanimous ballot for uncontested elections. Second. 
Carried. Uncontested elections – Treasurer of the Diocese, Robert Allen; Executive Council 
Clergy, the Rev. Dale E. Klitke; Trustees of the Diocese, C. R. Hackworthy, Don West; 
Commission on Ministry Deacon, the Rev. Jo Glasser; Commission on Ministry Laity, Nancy 
Firth; Bundy Hall Board, Jany Chumas, Christa Dawson, Ed Slamkowski; Ecclesiastical Court  
Laity, Luci McGee. 

 
 Resolutions: 

Dispatch of Business, Fr. Kirby, introduced the rules for Resolutions #1, #2, #3, #5. Move to floor.  
Introduction of 2 minutes. Discussion time of 6 minutes. Each speaker given 1 minutes. No one to 
speak to same issue more than once.   Resolution #4. Move to Discussion. Introduction. 20 
minutes. 30 minutes for discussion. Each speaker limited to 2 minutes. No one speaking twice to 
same issue. If ten people wish to continue, the discussion will increase by ten minutes. If more 
discussion is needed, a 2/3 vote of Convention would be sufficient to increase by the time by ten 
more minutes.  
MOVED to accept the procedure. Second. Carried. 

Resolution #1 
A Resolution Calling For Nonviolent Resolutions To Conflict (Resolution Postponed Indefinitely) 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THIS 80th CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF EAU CLAIRE affirm the 
conclusion of the October 1, 2002 letter of the House of Bishops of The Episcopal Church to members of 
Congress, stating that the conditions of the “Just War” tradition have not been met in the national 
government’s decision to attack the nation of Iraq. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED, That the 80th Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire call upon the Congress and the 
President to immediately develop for implementation a plan for the prompt withdrawal of U.S. Armed 
Forces from Iraq, to provide for a transfer of peacekeeping functions to an international peacekeeping 
force, to work through international and Iraqi organizations in the reconstruction of Iraq’s civil and 
economic infrastructure, and for the full restoration of Iraqi sovereignty. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED, That the 80th Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire call on the members of this diocese to 
acknowledge and confess that our government’s participation in the war in Iraq has resulted in individual 
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and global injustices including passive acceptance of the loss of our military personnel, lack of support and 
care for those returning home, indifference to the loss of countless Iraqi citizens, silent response to 
atrocities, illegal confinement without representation or formal charges and torture. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED, That the 80th Convention call on our congregations to seek out opportunities to work toward 
nonviolent resolutions to conflict. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED,That the 80th Convention, as a community of faith committed to reconciliation and 
nonviolence taught in the gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, encourage wide use of Christian formation 
materials that stress nonviolent methods to conflict resolution and change 
And be it further 
RESOLVED, That the 80th Convention call on Episcopalians to honor and support, through their prayers 
and actions, the armed service men and women who return home with injuries to body, mind, and spirit that 
they might be restored to wholeness of life and assisted in recovering from injury and trauma 
And be it further 
RESOLVED, That the 80th Convention call upon Episcopalians as an act of penitence, to oppose and resist 
through advocacy, protest, and electoral action the continuation of the war in Iraq, and encourage the 
President and Congress to take proactive steps to end our participation as soon as possible. 
MOVED the Resolution. Second. 
Introduced by the Rev. Don Timmerman. Dean Robert Rademaker spoke in opposition to the Resolution. 
Roberta Timmerman spoke in favor of the Resolution. The Rev. Robert Hoektra spoke in opposition. Jim 
Pelish spoke in opposition.  
MOVED this Resolution be postponed indefinitely. Second. Carried with dissent. 

Resolution #2 
Resolution On Improving Communications In The Diocese (Passed) 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THIS 80th CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF EAU CLAIRE  authorize a 
task force to investigate means whereby inter-congregational relationships would be strengthened to enable 
an increased sharing of resources at the congregational and diocesan level as a means of enhancing the 
furtherance of the Great Commission.  The task force should focus on strengthening those relationships 
through a wider distribution of knowledge of the conditions and events on the parochial, diocesan, national, 
and international level.  The task force should examine forums to enable inter-congregational conversations 
within the diocese, altering the format of Convention, electronic communication, and other options. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED that the Standing Committee shall appoint a convener for the task force who shall be  charged 
with recruiting other interested persons and convening the task force. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED that the task force shall have the authority to implement trial projects and to make 
recommendations to various diocesan staff and committees and to the congregations. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED that the task force shall make a report to the 81st Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire 
detailing their work. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED that the task force shall disband at the start of the 81st Convention of the Diocese of Eau 
Claire or at such earlier time if they have completed their work. 
Explanation: 
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The Western Convocation heard concerns regarding a sense of isolation in parts of the diocese and a lack of 
knowledge concerning conditions at many of our congregations became apparent.  Both clerical and lay 
deputies expressed a need for greater communication within the diocesan community. 
MOVED the Resolution. 
The Rev. Larry Edson introduced the Resolution.  
MOVED to accept the Resolution. Second. Carried.  

Resolution #3: 
A Resolution Reaffirming The Commitment Of The Diocese Of Eau Claire To Supporting The 
Millennium Development Goals. (Passed)  

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THIS 80th CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF EAU CLAIRE reaffirms its 
commitment to the realization of the Millennium Development Goals to: 
1.    Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
2.    Achieve universal primary education 
3.    Promote gender equality and empower women 
4.    Reduce child mortality 
5.    Improve maternal health 
6.    Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 
7.    Ensure environmental sustainability 
8.    Develop a global partnership for development 

And be it further 
RESOLVED, that this Convention celebrates that, even in the current financial climate in the diocese, the 
Executive Council has maintained our commitment to the realization of these goals by leaving the 
$2,025.00 line item for support of the MDGs in the 2008 budget. 
And be it further 
RESOLVED, that this Convention directs the Executive Council to distribute the $2,025.00 budgeted for 
2008 for support of the MDGs before the end of 2008 according to the following schedule: 
 $1,012.50 to the Haiti Project 
 $1,012.50 to the Blue Mountain Project 
And be it further 
RESOLVED, that this Convention strongly urges all congregations and Episcopalians in the Diocese of 
Eau Claire to dedicate a minimum of 0.7% of their income toward ministries that support the MDGs.   
And be it further 
RESOLVED, that the secretary of this Convention forward a copy of this resolution to all state and national 
government officials with constituencies within diocesan boundaries and issue it in the form of a press 
release to media outlets within the diocesan boundaries. 
 
Explanation: 
At the 78th Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire, we committed ourselves to God’s mission of global 
reconciliation embodied in the Millennium Development Goals, and called upon successive Conventions to 
dedicate 0.7% of the program budget of the diocese toward the achievement of the MDGs.  The 2007 
budget included $1,927.00 for MDG support.  The 79th Convention reaffirmed this commitment and gave 
it tangible force by placing $2,025.00 in the 2008 budget in support of the MDGs. 
This resolution seeks to celebrate what has been done, to cement our commitment to continue to live out 
our commitment in the future, and to call our wider church down this path that has given us such joy and 
such an expansive experience of Christ’s living love for all people. 
MOVED the Resolution. Second. Carried. 
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Elections- Contested Election Results: 
Standing Committee Priest, the Reverend Arthur Hancock; Standing Committee Laity, Joan Smalstig. 
Executive Council Laity, Garrett Conover, Bill Chamberlain. 

12:05 P.M. MOVED to adjourn to a time certain which will be one o’clock. Second Carried. 

Lunch was served by members of Christ Church. 

1:00 P.M. Convention reconvened. 

Dispatch of Business, Fr. Kirby reintroduced the process for the Resolution # 4. 

 
 
Resolution #4 A Resolution for Consent to Junction (Passed) 
 
Be it resolved, by the 80th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire, that with the mutual agreement 
of the 134th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Fond du Lac and the approval of the Ecclesiastical 
Authority of the Diocese of Eau Claire, that a resolution asking for consent to junction the Diocese of Eau 
Claire and the Diocese of Fond du Lac be made to the 76th General Convention of the Episcopal Church 
meeting in 2009. 
 

Rationale 
 

A resolution was brought before and passed at the Convention of the Diocese of Fond du Lac 
when it met October 17-18th.  That resolution and explanation follows.  The intent is to receive 
permission from General Convention to “junction” I – and only if – both diocese agree this is 
God’s desire for his church in this part of Wisconsin.  The timing is such that both Conventions 
need to consider this resolution this year to allow the resolution to come before General 
Convention the summer of 2009.  Please carefully read what follows keeping in mind that just 
because one has a passport does not mean one much travel abroad.  This is not a binding 
resolution to create a new diocese, but simply the office first step in exploring that possibility and 
a good faith response to action already taken by the Diocese of Fond du Lac. 

 
Resolution 208-05 “Consent to Junction” 

Submitted by the Rt. Rev. Russell E. Jacobus, Bishop 
After discussion with the Executive Council and the Standing Committee 

 
Be it resolved, by the 134th Annual Convention of the diocese of Fond du Lac, with the mutual 
agreement of the 80th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire and the approval of the 
Bishop of the Diocese of Fond du Lac, that a resolution asking for consent to junction the Diocese 
of Eau Claire and the Diocese of Fond du Lac be made to the 76th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church meeting in 2009. 
Resolution passed by the 134th Annual Convention of the Diocese of Fond du Lac. 

 
Explanation 

ARTICLE V of the Constitution of the National Church Sec. 1.  A new Diocese may be formed, 
with the consent of the General Convention and under such conditions as the General Convention 
shall prescribe by General Canon or Canons,… (2) by the junction of two or more Dioceses…  
The proceedings shall originate…by mutual agreement of the conventions of the Dioceses 
concerned, with the approval of the Bishop of each Diocese… After consent of the General 
Convention, when a certified copy of the duly adopted Constitution of the new Diocese, including 
an unqualified accession to the Constitution and Canons of this Church, shall have been filed with 
the Secretary of the General Convention and approved by the Executive Council of this Church, 
such new Diocese shall thereupon be in union with the General Convention. 
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To junction, in the formal language of Episcopal Church Canons, means the coming together of 
dioceses to become a new diocese.  There have been several conversations about junctioning with 
the dioceses of Wisconsin in the past, but these conversations never progressed very far. 

 
Since the last Diocesan Convention, representatives of Fond du Lac and Eau Claire have met to 
discuss the possibility of the two dioceses junctioning.  The conversations continue and the idea of 
coming together is both exciting and daunting at the same time.  There would be many benefits as 
well as challenges.  One criteria that comes up over and over again is that a decision to junction 
should be made only if there are clear mission benefits.  To say it another way, junctioning should 
be about Mission and not maintenance. 

 
Why talk about junction now?  The Diocese of Eau Claire and Fond du Lac have similar 
demographics and heritage.  The Diocese of Eau Claire is currently without a Bishop while the 
Diocese of Fond du Lac has a Bishop with 15 years of experience as Bishop.  Congregations in 
both dioceses face similar ministry challenges.  The mission field outside the doors of 
congregations is the largest it has ever been and is growing. 

What is the process to junction?  There are basically three steps: 
 

Step1:  Getting Permission:  General Convention must give formal consent to forming of a new 
Diocese.  This happens after our Conventions mutually agree to ask for consent and the Bishop 
approves.  General Convention’s consent does NOT form a new diocese, it is simply a step in the 
process.  It’s possible for consent to be given, but then nothing else happen. 

 
Step2:  Getting Together.  The dioceses have to get together and work out something new.  
Junctioning is not merging, but forming a new thing.  There would be numerous meetings, 
listening sessions, etc…before adoption of a new Constitution and Canons. 

 
Step 3:  Getting Done:  If the work is done and a new constitution and Canons adopted by the two 
dioceses, then it is forwarded to the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church.  Once they 
review and approve the document and its’ filed with the Secretary of the General Convention, the 
junctioning would be complete and a new Diocese would be constituted. 
 
MOVED the Resolution. 
Discussion. 
MOVED to pass the Resolution. Second. Carried. 

Resolution #5: A Resolution Committing The Diocese To Process Of Discernment. (Passed) 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THIS 80th CONVENTION OF THE DIOCESE OF EAU CLAIRE that the 
Diocese engage itself in process of discernment of the options for episcopal oversight as outlined in the 
documents titled Episcopal Oversight: What are the Options? And Episcopal Oversight: How do We 
Decide?  
Episcopal Oversight 
What are the options? 
(Outline Version) 
1. Election of a Full Time Bishop 

a) Continue to operate as we have in the past. 
b) Bishop Selected by an Election at a Convention of the Diocese 
c) This option has financial costs that are beyond the diocese at this time. 

2. Election of a Part Time/ Bi-Vocational Bishop 
a) Bishop Selected by an Election at a Convention of the Diocese 
b) Bishop serves part time in the Diocese 
c) Bishop serves part time in another setting 

• Congregation 
• Another Diocese 
• Other not-for-profit 
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• Secular 
• Self-support 

d) Would have all the rights and responsibilities of a full time bishop along with his or her 
responsibilities in the other vocation 

3. Hire an Assisting Bishop 
a) Bishop selected by the Standing Committee 
b) Standing Committee contracts with a bishop for his or her services. The Executive Council 
retains funding authority within the budget. 

• Contract with a bishop for full time ministry 
• This bishop would assume all the duties of a diocesan bishop but would serve at the 
will of the Standing Committee. 
• Contract with a bishop for part time ministry 
• The contract would specify the duties of the Assisting Bishop and the limits of his or 
her authority. 
• Contract with a bishop or bishops for specific liturgical events 
• These bishops would have no on going relationship with the diocese and would only 
provide for the liturgical events that require a bishop (i.e. confirmations and 
ordinations) 

4. Junctioning with Another Diocese 
a) This is the formation of a new diocese through the dissolution of two existing dioceses. It 
requires the permission of General Convention. 

• The Convention of each Diocese approves a resolution calling for Junctioning 
• These are submitted to the General convention of The Episcopal Church with a request 
for permission to proceed 
• General Convention meets in July 2009. the Resolutions must be submitted by the 
second day of General Convention. 
• The next opportunity to submit such a request will be 2012. 
• The two dioceses then have three years to complete the junctioning 
• Negotiate representation at an inaugural convention of the new diocese 
• Draft a constitution and canons for the new diocese 
• Hold the first convention of the new diocese which organizes the new diocese and 
adopts its constitution and canons 
• Revise the corporations to reflect the new reality 
• Either diocese may terminate the process at any point up to the meeting of the first 
Convention of the new diocese 
• Hold the first convention of the new diocese which organizes the new diocese and adopts 
its constitution and canons 
• The current bishop of the diocese with which we junction will become the first bishop 
of the new diocese. 
• At the opening gavel of this convention, Ecclesiastical Authority transfers to the bishop 
of the new diocese. 
• It is worth noting that Bishop Jacobus is nearing retirement. Were we to pursue 
junctioning with Fond du Lac, Bishop Jacobus would guide the new diocese into 
existence and would soon call for the election of his successor. 
• The new diocese submits evidence that it has completed the necessary work to the 
Executive Council of The Episcopal Church. The Executive Council admits the new 
diocese into The Episcopal Church and officially dissolves the two old dioceses. 
b) Episcopal oversight during the time between our Special Convention and completion of 
the process 
• An Assisting Bishop would be selected by the Standing Committee as outlined under 
"Hire an Assisting Bishop". Most likely this would be the bishop of the diocese with which 
we are considering junctioning. 

5. Dissolve the Diocese of Eau Claire. 
a) The Diocese of Eau Claire would cease to exist. 
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b) The Dioceses of Fond du Lac and Milwaukee would be restored to their 1927 boundaries. 
There would be no negotiations between our congregations and the two dioceses. Our 
congregations, complete with all assets (buildings, other property, investments, endowments, 
current funds, etc.), will be absorbed into those dioceses. 

• To Fond du Lac: Ashland, Bayfield, Park Falls, Lugerville, Owen 
• To Milwaukee: Chippewa Falls - Christ Episcopal Church Chippewa Falls - St. Simeon's 
Episcopal Church Clear Lake, Conrath, Eau Claire, LaCrosse, Hayward, Hudson, 
Menomonie, Mauston, New Richmond, Rice Lake, Sparta, Spooner, Springbrook, Superior, 
Tomah 
 

Episcopal Oversight: 
How do we decide? 
(Outline Version) 
1. Prayer Team to support the process 

a) Each congregation to select one member to be part of a diocesan prayer team 
b) Chaplain appointed by Standing Committee 
c) Support the entire process with prayer and lead the diocese in an ongoing prayer campaign 
during this process 

2. Gather Information from Outside Sources 
a) To be the responsibility of the Standing Committee and the Executive Council 

• Each body appoints one representative. This two person team will select a task force 
made up of lay people, priests, and deacons to gather this information. 

b) Experience with each option in other dioceses 
c) Pros and cons of each option 
d) Costs associated with each option 

• Financial costs: Salary, Housing, Benefits, Travel Costs, Staff Time, Etc. 
• Non-financial costs: Diocesan Moral, Congregational Moral, Effect on Clergy 

Recruitment,Value of Leadership to Laity and Clergy, Value of Perceived Leadership to Laity and 
Clergy, Value of representation in the Larger Church, Etc. 
e) This work to be completed no later than December 31, 2008. 

3. Dissemination of Gathered Information Throughout Diocese 
a) Convocational meetings 

• Strong attendance from the congregations 
b) Further meetings of groups of congregations 
c) Clergy meetings 
d) Congregational level 
• Diocesan wide "Discernment Sunday" 
e) Herald 
f) Internet 
g) Other 
h) Dissemination of information begins around January 15, 2009. 

4. Extensive, active, honest discussions are held at all levels with feed back sent to the diocesan office 
a) Congregational level 
b) Clergy gatherings 
c) Gatherings of congregations 
d) Convocation level 
e) Internet 

• Web based discussion forum 
f) The feedback is summarized into a detailed report. 
g) This work takes place between February 1 and April 12 (Easter). 
5. The report is sent to the congregations and to the clergy and deputies no later then Convention 
2009. 

 
And be it further 
RESOLVED that a report will be made no later than the 2009 annual Diocesan Convention. 
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MOVED the Resolution. 
The Rev. Jo Glasser introduced the Resolution summarizing the report she completed Diocese 
of Eau Claire, Charting a Course into the Future: Report on the Work of the Joint Diocesan 
Committees, October 2008. October 22, 2008 

Discussion. 
MOVED addendum “Be it further resolved that the Standing Committee, Executive Council and 
Trustees begin the implemention of the process. Second. Carried.  
MOVED the Resolution #4 be passed with the Amendment. Second. Carried. 

 
 
Reports 

Reports received and accepted by Title.  
  

Oral reports: 
a. Buffington/HeatherWood. Chancellor Jim Pelish Reporting.  The distribution of the 
proceeds from the sale of Buffington Home has been in the hands of the Court. Mr. Pelish 
expects something to be settled within 90-120 days. 
b. Bundy Hall. Chancellor Jim Pelish Reporting. The facility has run a deficit for years. 
The Standing Committee and the Trustees came to the conclusion there is no other option 
other than to sell. 
c. Haiti Project. Dianne Dawson and John Meacham reporting. Appendix A. 
d. Lugar de Reunion. The Rev. Leigh Waggoner reporting on the success of the Hispanic 
Resource Center in Sparta.  
e.Environmental  Commission: Kent Shifferd reporting. A slide show entitled “What a 
Gift God has Made” was shown. The Commission has been renamed Commission for the 
Care of God’s Creation. 
f. Church Periodical Club. Marlaine White reporting. The CPC exists to supply books, 
magazines, tapes, videos and computer programs to those who cannot afford them. 
Financial  contributions are needed and appreciated.   

2008 Financial Reports. 
Bob Allen presented the 2008 Financials Reports together with Bob Weathers, Treasurer of the 
Trustees. (Reports included in Advance Reports section.) 

Presentation of 2009 Budget 
 Bob Allen presented the proposed 2009 budget as recommended by the Executive Council. 
 Discussion. 
 MOVED to delete the $50,000 item for the episcopate and make it $10,000. Second. Carried. 

MOVED that the apportionment rate in this budget be increased from 15% to 16% and 
splitting the additional revenue between the General Convention reserve and payment 
toward the debt owed to the Trustees. Second. Failed. 
 
MOVED to adopt the 2009 budget as presented in the mailed out material with the change to 
delete the $50,000 line item and to move to $10,000. Second. Carried 
 
MOVED to amend the budget as proposed with the one change and the budget be sent back 
to Executive Council for continuing changes to the budget. Second. Carried. 

 
MOVED that the Diocese support our delegates to General Convention by releasing the 
funds reserved for General Convention travel. Motion withdrawn. 

 
Appointments 
 Chanceller,  James Pelish; Historiographer, The Rev. Guy Usher; Commission on Ministry,  

Chair, The Very Rev. H. Scott Kirby, Debbie Lorenz, Evelyn Usher, Mary Ellen Filkins; Camps 
& Conferences, The Rev. Art Hancock, The Rev. Ward Simpson; Communications, Claire 
Fliess, The Rev. Larry Edson, Ted Firth, The Rev. Robert Rodgers; Ecumenical Relations, The 
Rev. Leigh F. Waggoner; Episcopal Relief & Development, open; Liturgy & Music, The Rev. 
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Canon Dennis G. Michno; Nominating Committee, The Rev. Ward H. Simpson, Secretary of 
Convention, Mr. Gregg Westigard, Mr. William “Chip” Wood; Cursillo Secretariat, The Rev. 
Larry Edson, Ellen Allison, Edie McDougal, Cinders Pogalz, The Rev. Dale Klitzke, The Rev. 
Kathleen Charles, Ron Hall, Ed Wood, Marsha Blank, Alice Brown. 

 
2009 Convention Date & Place 
 Church of the Ascension, Hayward, November 6-7, 2009 

2010 Convention Place 
 Christ Church Cathedral, Eau Claire 

2011 Convention 
 Invitation accepted from Grace Church, Menomonie 
Resolutions of Courtesy 
Presented by the The Reverend Jo Glasser 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that this 80th Diocesan Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire thanks Christ Church, 
La Crosse, for its hospitality in hosting this year’s Convention and particularly for calling our attention to 
the mission work that we are called to undertake in Christ’s name. As members of the Convention we 
understand that we are all called to ongoing mission that carries the gospel in practical terms to our 
neighbors and to the ends of the earth. 
 
And be it further 
RESOLVED that we commit to carrying this message of mission back to our congregations and to future 
mission in the Diocese. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that this 80th Diocesan Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire thanks all diocesan 
committees, commissions, and officers for their commitment, diligent work, and leadership especially 
during the current situation of transition and uncertainty. Carried by standing ovation and applause. 
 
Adjournment 
The Dispatch of Business reported the Agenda is cleared. 
The 80th Convention of the Diocese of Eau Claire adjourned at 3:40 P.M. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,     Read by: 
 
 
 
The Ven. Jeanne Stout     The Very Rev. Scott Kirby 
Convention Secretary 
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